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‘If I have seen further, it is by standing on the
shoulders of giants.’
Sir Isaac Newton

This is Us is awash of tales of partnerships this month.  We are so proud
of the profile Undershaw is building in the local community.  Everyone,
from work experience partners, fundraisers, and local events, is a
relationship we nurture.  Each and every partnership we develop goes
such a long way to enriching the lives of the students.

https://undershaw.education/


I look after the administration of our admissions process. I enjoy helping
our prospective families find the right school and the right fit for their
child. I understand the challenges involved in researching schools,
navigating processes with the Local Authorities and the emotional
rollercoaster parents and carers are involved in – I hope I can help and
make the process as straightforward as possible.

I believe Undershaw is a unique and wonderful school, and I am so proud
to be a part of it. It is wonderful to see children’s faces light up when they
realise they are coming to a school where they feel they fit in and can be
happy.

In my spare time, I like walking challenges (Surrey has a lot of those!),
cooking and spending time with friends.

TEACHERTEACHER
FEATUREFEATURE

Welcome to our new ‘Admin Angels’:
Claire (Admissions) and Karen (ARs and SEND)

(s)

After a long career as a personal assistant in Advertising, I felt I wanted
to do something meaningful and work, in some capacity, with children.

Before working at Undershaw, I was at a SEN School for seven years
working firstly as a receptionist and then as an Educational Visit
Coordinator.  
After spending my time working alongside their SEND staff, I knew that
was the type of role I really wanted, and I was lucky enough to get the
role of SEND Administrator here at Undershaw. 
I love seeing the progress our students make and feel privileged that I
work in an environment that is a part of that.

Outside of school I like decorating, photography and walking my little
pug, Jeff.

Claire

Karen

https://undershaw.education/


The

Alumni

Series
We have many gifted Alumni. 

One in particular has captured a unique view of
the school’s legacy through his filmmaking. The
Alumni Series was filmed and produced by Joe
Johnson who, after leaving the school and
travelling the world, has since established
himself as a gifted filmmaker. 

Working with Free Bird Film, Joe showcases
some of the incredible stories, talents, and
achievements of other inspiring young people,
all of whom have chartered their own paths
since leaving the school. They are all following
their dreams. We hope you enjoy watching their
stories.

The full length versions of the films can also be
found on our website...

‘Hi, my name’s Joe.  I’m a film
producer and I’m making a
series of films about alumni

from my old school.’

Larry and Joe

Ollie

Joe

Amie

Dylan

Sorcha

Ola

https://undershaw.education/
https://undershaw.education/alumni-page/
https://vimeo.com/719531301/854cf0e29e?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/698194847/a5c4ab7486?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/862977775/0f3093259a?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/771353749/470859bbd1?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/742296997/4c6714498f?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/730325025/7918427d67?share=copy


OFSTED, Feb 2022

‘A strong focus on developing key life and employability skills in the sixth form
ensures that pupils are well prepared personally, as well as academically, for
the next stages of education or employment.’

https://undershaw.education/
mailto:admissions@undershaw.education


One of the highlights of my week are the Year 9 work
placements at the Cookie Bar and Bike Bar where our
students have their first immersive offsite work experience.
This is so much more than an Industry Insight; it is the
opportunity to develop essential skills and build confidence.
When we think about work experience, we think about
Careers but in fact we are talking about life education. At
Undershaw we have a multidisciplinary and cross curricular
approach to support everyone to develop and become a
confident individual, with the tools to self-reflect and to feel
proud of their progress. I am so proud that at Undershaw
we recognise how vital it is to have this type of opportunity
and it is an absolute joy to witness our students embrace
the experience in their own individual ways. Leilah

https://undershaw.education/


We were delighted to welcome
representatives from the Little
Lumpy Sportive 2024 into
school last week to officially
open our outdoor gym
equipment.
We were very lucky to be the
charity partner for the cycling
sportive last summer and
benefit from a generous
donation that funded the play
equipment. 
Not only is the equipment used
for play but also as part of our
physical activity sessions led
by Will and also to support
gross motor skill development
and regulation, giving more
autonomy to our students to
manage their needs
independently. 

L-R: Emma West, Rupert Maude (LL), Ken Griffiths
(Chairman, LL), Will Milner-Smith and Nicky Ryan

James Lindsay and Rob Stock (parent)
cycling the event in May 2023

‘As Occupational Therapists, we’re always looking
for opportunities to promote the students’ insight
into their needs and ways that they can self-
regulate. An important aspect of this is adapting
the school environment and the resources we
have available - this equipment is already making
such a difference to our school life.’

Nicky Ryan 
Occupational Therapist, Undershaw

https://undershaw.education/


It’s wonderful when our network pulls together for
the students. Last year one of the Little Lumpy
committee members introduced Undershaw to HHH
Concerts, which began life as the ‘Haslemere,
Hindhead and Headley Music Club’ in 1934. HHH
Concerts delivers world class chamber music
concerts at St Christopher’s Church in Wey Hill,
Haslemere.

James took the KS4 GCSE music groups to see a
wonderful concert and we are very grateful that they
invited us to share in such a wonderful experience.
The Year 11 group saw Julia Pusker on violin and
Renata Konyicska on piano, playing music by
Beethoven and Bartok. 
Year 10 saw a cellist and pianist playing music by
Beethoven and Shostakovich. The students were
both calmed and thrilled by the beautiful music. 

KS4 test the waters at
world class classical
music concert

“It was so relaxing and if I’m honest I felt a tear coming down my
cheek because it was so good. I would love to go to more

concerts like it in the future. The last piece (by Bartok) was just
amazing.”

“They played so fast and it was such good
violin playing and the piano made me calm”.

‘I just wanted to send a huge thank you to the team at HHH
Concerts for a very memorable trip. Our KS4 students loved the
concert having never been to anything like it before. It’s
wonderful that people in the community know about the school,
our students and get in touch with innovative ways they can help.
Undershaw has a very positive profile within the community and
the students are benefitting from these new connections – it’s so
wonderful to see it happen and to be involved.’ 

James Lindsay
Head of Pastoral Care, Teacher of Music

‘It was a joy to see the looks of concentration on the pupils’ faces
as they listened to the musicians. This could be the start of a
deep appreciation of music and maybe they will be encouraged
to take up a musical instrument. I would like to extend my
gratitude to Waitrose in Haslemere whose donation helped make
these concerts happen.’ 

Stephen Dennison
Chairman, HHH Concerts

https://undershaw.education/
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