
Welcome to the new year from the Therapy Team at Undershaw. As you know, we are constantly striving to remain at the
forefront of the latest methods and practices and to have a positive impact on all students throughout their school life. Our
termly Spotlights help give you more of an overview of everything we get up to, and perhaps some hints and tips to help at
home.
We are embedding our work further in our synergies with each faculty this year as the curriculum develops and strengthens,
and we believe that we have taken such great strides in this academic year already.  As you will see from the latest
Curriculum Pulse published earlier this week, we are placing concentrated time and attention on friendships, the challenges
they can bring but also the rich rewards we can all find buried in their midst.  In line with this term’s curriculum focus, we
are profiling our excellent Speech and Language Therapy Team and their work in the Universal Tier of our Integrated
Therapy provision. 
I hope you enjoy this Spotlight and, as ever, if there is anything you would like to discuss please contact me directly on
katy.astles@undershaw.education.

WELCOME TO
 

THE THERAPY CLUB

Katy Astles
Head of Therapy

Our school community is growing and we are welcoming
new students into our fold. We believe that all our students
deserve the very best we can offer and as you know from
your experience of an Undershaw education, the therapy
team is unrelenting in its quest to support the community.
With new personalities come new friendships, a richer
culture, and some challenges to overcome. As we embed
ourselves further into the classroom teams, the students
know we are here to support them.
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Happy New Year from the Speech and Language
Therapy team! We hope you all had a lovely break.
We are feeling rested and ready to go for the new
term and are excited to share with you that
Hannah Canty (Lynch) is back from maternity
leave working Monday – Wednesday, helping us to
provide an even more comprehensive and wide-
reaching provision for our students. 

Hannah Wrench Hilary Petersen

Abi Johnson Hannah Canty
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We focused on attention and listening
for KS2 and KS3, and discussion skills
for KS4 and KS5. Students got involved
in activities and games around following
instructions, listening for key
information, and gap-fill tasks. The
older students enjoyed debating,
sharing opinions, practising
summarising and games such as ‘Just a
Minute’. 

As part of the Universal 
provision the Speech 
and Language Therapy 
team provide all form 
groups with a 
programme of 
activities to carry out 
during form times. 

We had an amazing 
kick off to the 2022-2023 
academic year. 

Here's a quick run 
down of everything we 
got up to last term:

In the second half-term the focus
changed to vocabulary. For the younger
students this included some story-telling
and narrative tasks, working on
categories, describing, synonyms, word
association and playing games such as
Hedbanz (What Am I). For the older
students this included tasks such as
analogies and games such as Taboo and
Pointless.

Autumn 1
(September & October 2022)

Autumn 2
(November & December 2022)
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Spring Term Focus:
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We all know that friendships can bring the
most wonderful reward and be the
beginnings of a significant sense of
wellbeing and self-confidence. They can also
be potentially ‘tricky zones’ for many of our
students, just as they were for us in our
school days. We take a keen interest in
friendships around our school community
and our staff team discusses the vast array
of interactions that take place during our
day-to-day school life. We are always looking
to ensure we are present and accessible for
any social situations that need our support. 

It is wonderful to watch friendships
develop. The ‘Golden Moments’
section of our daily staff briefings are
always peppered with heart-warming
tales of relationships, peer-to-peer
support and informal mentoring. It’s
an element of our community that we
can never plan for (a bit like trying to
create ‘atmosphere’ at an event – you
just have to trust it will come
naturally) but we are so proud that it
does.  It never goes unnoticed and is
something that really sets Undershaw
apart.

In the first half of the spring term all form groups will be working on the topic of ‘Friendship’ and creating a
resource such as a script, poster, presentation, or video on an area of their choosing demonstrating their
knowledge. As part of ongoing support around friendship, last term we provided form groups with weekly
visuals covering a range of challenges within this topic, some of which can be seen below. 
We are really looking forward to seeing what everyone creates. 

Sometimes we fall 
out with our friends

Sometimes we feel 
left out

Sometimes we have 
friends with 

different interests

If you missed the last Therapy Spotlight where we introduced the Therapy Team
along with the background to each area of expertise, then please click the link
for the October edition.

If you have any specific feedback on the Spotlight Series, 'This is Us'
newsletters, or the half-termly Pulse communications, then please email us.  We
would be delighted to hear from you.

Therapy Spotlight
October 2022

Email Undershaw 
Marketing

https://undershaw.education/therapy/
mailto:marketing@undershaw.education
https://undershaw.education/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2022/10/Therapy-Spotlight-October-2022.pdf

