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Welcome to the exciting
world of the Undershaw
Curriculum!
We are exceptionally proud of the
forward-thinking curriculum that we
offer our students from key stage 2
through to Post 16 at Undershaw.
From thematic and Project-Based
learning to a wide range of exciting
Level 2 qualifications and
opportunities, we know that it is our
high quality curriculum and teaching
that ensures our students thrive and
achieve fantastic outcomes. 

Students at Undershaw engage in a
wide range of learning activities both
in and beyond the classroom,
developing essential life-skills as well
as a love of learning. 

I hope you enjoy reading about the
exciting learning that we will be doing
this term at Undershaw, and I look
forward to sharing the Thematic and
Project Based Learning work with you
in February.

Vic Walker
Deputy Headteacher
Academic

http://www.undershaw.education/curriculum


KEY STAGE 2

Extreme Earth

IN DETAIL

English

In English we will be
doing descriptive
writing, focusing on
our character and
setting descriptions,
and sequencing a
story plot.

Science

In Science, we will
be investigating
the properties of
rocks and
exploring what a
fossil is.

History Maths

This half term we will be
exploring 'Extreme Earth'
for our thematic learning
topic. 

In Humanities, we
will be investigating
our Extreme Earth
topic. We will be
focusing on physical
geography, learning  
about volcanoes,
earthquakes,
tsunamis and
tornadoes.   

During maths
lessons we will be
continuing our
work on fractions
and also learning
about length and
perimeter. 



YEAR 7 

Where does our
breakfast come

from?

IN DETAIL

English
We will be 
exploring Gothic 
literature in 
English lessons 
this half term, 
developing  
comprehension 
and vocabulary 
skills.  

The Project Based Learning
will combine learning in maths,
geography, art, music and
drama, as students explore
and respond to the question
'Where does our breakfast
come from?' in their chosen
format. 

We are already looking
forward to sharing the
students’ work with you at the
end of this half term.

Computer 
Science

The computer 
science topic for 
this half term is 
using media to 
gain support for a 
cause.  

Students will be
exploring 
 relationships and
developing personal
communication skills. 

Personal Growth 
and development 

Science

In science this half 
term, year 7 
students will learn 
about states of 
matter, atoms and 
elements. 

History

 Students will learn 
about the Norman 
conquest in history 
this half term, 
developing their 
skills in using a range 
of sources to develop 
understanding of this 
key time in British 
history.  



YEAR 8 IN DETAIL
English

Year 8 students will
also be exploring
Gothic Literature in
English this half
term as they haven't
yet had the
opportunity to do
this.

History 

Matt will be
teaching year 8
about the
Industrial
Revolution in
history this half
term. Students will
continue to explore
a range of sources
to inform their
learning.  

Art

Music 

 How will we power
the future?

This is another new Project 
Based Learning addition to 
our curriculum in Year 8. 

It will involve Maths, science 
and Geography lessons. 

We can't wait to hear our 
students' ideas about the 
future of power!

Drama 

In art lessons,
students will be
studying Henry
Moore sculptures
and experimenting
with creating their
own work in
response to this. 

Students will 
learn the key 
elements of soul, 
learning the 
classic song 'Lean 
on Me'. 

Year 8 will start to 
explore scripted work 
in drama this half 
term through 'stage 
to page' part 1. 



'The Boy In The Striped 
Pyjamas', reasoning 
with numbers, the 
reactions of acids, 
post-WW1 Europe, 

climate change, song 
writing, and script 

writing all feature in 
the exciting new Year 9 

curriculum this half 
term. 

YEAR 9
IN DETAIL

English
This half term the 
students will be 
studying the key 
text 'The Boy In 
The Striped 
Pyjamas'. 

History

Maths
Year 9s will be 
reasoning with 
numbers. 

Year 9 Arts

Science

Year 9s  will 
continue focusing 
on chemistry this 
half term, learning 
about the 
reactions of acids. 

Computer 
Science

Students will
develop their
understanding of
data science in
computing this half
term.  

Following on from last 
half term, students 
will examine what 
happened in Europe 
after WW1. 

Geography

The geography focus
for year 9 this half
term is climate
change. 

In art lessons, students will study 
Georgia O'Keeffe painting and they will 

create work inspired by her, using 
acrylic paint. 

 
In music the focus is now on song- 
writing so that students can bring 

together the musical skills and 
techniques they have learnt, creating 

their own original numbers!
 

Students will also be getting creative in 
drama, devising original drama pieces 

and having a go at script writing. 
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For information about the topics 
being covered in Key Stage 4 and 

Post 16 for the GCSE and BTEC 
qualifications, please see our full 

curriculum overviews on the 
school website here:

 
Curriculum overview KS4 Core 

Curriculum overview KS4 Options 
 

 
 

We hope you have found this a 
useful overview of what we are 
learning this half-term, and we 

look forward to sharing our 
learning and outcomes with you. 

 

 
 

If you have any questions, or wish 
to discuss your child's curriculum 

in more detail, please email 
education@undershaw.education
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