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Autumn is a time of transition in nature. Many of us embrace the new season and
find joy in the changing colours of the trees, the crisp fresh air and the promise of a
cosy hot chocolate around the forest school fire! Schools reflect this transition; the
first half term of a new academic year can be exciting, challenging, inspiring, and
demanding in equal measure, as we progress into the next academic year and
form new friendships and teams within the school community. We are very proud
of our students for making this transition into the new school year and have much
to celebrate and look forward to for the year ahead. 

I am privileged to spend a lot of time with students in their lessons, and it has
been a real joy to share learning and watch all our young people embrace new
knowledge and skills. I have seen students rise to the challenge of learning
abstract concepts through mastery in maths, collaborating in music, programming
in computing, debating in history, and supporting each other to participate in
physical activity lessons. Emma spoke about the benefits of a growth mindset in
the last newsletter, and I have seen how visible this is in our approach to learning
– both in the classroom and in social situations. Our students should be very proud
of themselves for their resilience and willingness to learn and move forward. 
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I often refer to the ‘learning rainforest’ analogy when I write about our
young people and their experiences at Undershaw. Last academic year
saw us establishing the roots of a new curriculum, and now we welcome
the opportunities to foster every student in the Undershaw community to
grow and explore the possibilities of learning.  I hope that during the
half term break you will be able to take the opportunity to reflect on your
child’s achievements from the last half term, and to enjoy the time to rest
and reflect together.

Vic Walker
Deputy Headteacher

(Academic)

https://undershaw.education/


Teacher Feature:
Meet Nicola

I have always enjoyed working with children and young
people. My first job was as a summer holiday Day Camps
leader when I was 16! I went on train to be a primary
teacher 21 years ago and for the last 18 years I have
been very privileged to teach across the whole school
age range in a hospital school in London. This has
involved me teaching children by their hospital bedside,
in ward-based classrooms, in students’ homes and in the
community. 

I am passionate about helping young people to overcome
the barriers that they may face in engaging in education
and supporting them to achieve their true potential. I
became a qualified SENCO in 2018 and since then I have
advocated for the rights of students with a very wide
range of needs, from applying for statutory assessment
through to managing their multi-disciplinary provision in
school and updating their EHC Plans through the Annual
Review process.

In my spare time I enjoy being with my own children and
family, spending time in the countryside, playing games,
baking, and going on train adventures.

I believe that all learning should be 
meaningful, interactive and fun and 
from what I have seen this happens 

every day at Undershaw, so I am really 
excited about joining the school 

community and getting to know all the 
students, staff and parents. 

Nicola Frankcom
Assistant Headteacher

Safeguarding and Health

Sometimes our students’ effort and creativity in
completing home learning is so impressive. 
We know that some students find completing school
work at home a real challenge, so starting with things
they love to do can really help. 
This beautiful painting, created using water colours,
shows an incredible level of concentration,
perseverance and creativity. Just lovely!

Undershaw Values 
are alive and well in 
Home Learning!

https://undershaw.education/


Dear Mr Hunt

 

It is with deep sadness that we have to inform you about 

the current decline of the rainforests, through 

deforestation. Deforestation means chopping down the 

rainforest to plant palm oil trees to make money for selfish 

big companies. 

Firstly, rainforests are being chopped down and the 

animals won’t have any homes, which means they might 

become extinct. Destroying the lush, magical, life-giving 

rainforest means that animal and plant species become 

endangered or extinct. How would you feel if your home 

was destroyed? Would you feel scared, upset or angry? 

Imagine how those poor animals feel. 

Secondly, rainforests are vital to us, humans, because 

they take in harmful carbon dioxide and replace that with 

oxygen that we need to breathe. 

Did you know that when the trees are chopped down, 

more carbon dioxide is in the atmosphere, which leads to 

polar icecaps melting and then flooding happens?

In conclusion, we’re asking you to tell Liz Truss about 

what is going on and help save the rainforests. You have 

the power to end this crisis at COP27. 

Thank you for reading our letter, we hope to see a result 

soon.

Yours faithfully

Watson Class, KS2-1, Undershaw

 

"We are Global 
Citizens.
We have a role 
to play.
It is our future!"
(KS2, Undershaw)

Dear Jeremy,
We are Holmes Class from Undershaw. We are writing 
to express our disgust about what is happening to the 
amazing rainforest and its majestic animals. Holmes 

Class want you to listen to our ideas and take them to 
your next meeting with our Prime Minister, Liz Truss.
We are hoping that YOU can help stop the destruction 
of the rainforests. If we cut down the trees, there will 

be no more oxygen. NO OXYGEN, NO LIFE! 
When you cut down all the trees in the rainforest, you 

are destroying animals’ habitats. How would you like it 
if we destroyed your house?

Did you know that every minute 2 000 trees are 
chopped down in the rainforest? In the last 50 years, 

approximately a third of the rainforest has been wiped 
out!

Finally, deforestation is rapidly increasing climate 
change. This means our world is heating up, causing a 

catastrophic event!
In conclusion, you have the power to end this crisis at 
COP27. Thank you for reading our letter. If we don’t 

act now, it will be too late!
Yours faithfully

Holmes Class, KS2-1, Undershaw

Developing a sense of social
responsibility for our students is an
important part of what we try to
achieve at Undershaw. Our KS2
students have been learning about
the plight of the rainforest as part of
their thematic learning. They were so
passionate about protecting the
rainforest and reducing the
widespread deforestation happening
that they wrote a letter to their MP,
Jeremy Hunt.
A group of rainforest reps from each
class then delivered the letter to
Jeremy’s office in person. 
Well done KS2. Be the change you
want to see in the world!

'No one will protect what they don't care 
about; and no one will care about what they 

have never experienced.'
David Attenborough

https://undershaw.education/


 

Holmes and Watson classes are now the
proud ‘adopters’ of 2 Orangutans. Each KS2
class has adopted an orangutan and these
sponsorships will help WWF continue their
vital work in the protection and welfare of
these wonderful creatures.

The KS2 students have immersed
themselves, rather passionately, in their
thematic learning for this term. We’re certain
you’ve heard lots about it at home too! And
what a wonderful way for the students to see
that they can make a difference in the world.
With the planning and orchestration of their
cake sale, they dedicated themselves to the
cause by raising £89 which directly benefits
the WWF and the vital work they do
protecting the world’s most endangered
species (albeit tinged with disappointment
that the orangutans weren’t coming to live
with us at Undershaw). 

#bethechange

Our Junior Rotary Club ‘Interact’ are
running a Purple for Polio day on Friday
21st October where students are
invited to donate £1 to wear an item of
purple clothing, buy a purple wristband
and enjoy a purple cupcake.  The
Undershaw Rotary Club will also be
planting purple crocuses to raise
awareness and support the campaign to
ensure polio is eradicated. 

Thank you for all your support with
these events – it really does make all
the difference.

Year 8 have been learning about the
plight of the oceans and how our
rubbish and climate change are having
a negative impact on our seas. 

They have been researching ways that
we can all make a difference to the
world around us by recycling, using
sustainable products and living a more
environmentally friendly lifestyle. 

We saw some wonderful pieces of work
this week. Well done everyone!

Save the 
Turtles!

https://undershaw.education/


 

Founders' Day 2022:
A Celebration

Jo Franklin, Board Director for COINS, Trustee for the COINS 
Foundation and Undershaw Governor since 2004 who shared 
some inspirational stories about our Alumni.
Erin Orford, Double European Medallist and Para Dressage 
competitor for Team GB

The school community gathered for our annual Prizegiving and a 
celebration of all things Undershaw!
We were very fortunate to be joined by:

Joe, an alumnus of the school and a film maker, Joe also spoke to 
our students about his recent trip to Uganda to visit a school built by 
the COINS Foundation in association with PEAS (Promoting Equality 
in African Schools).

We were then able to celebrate our students’ achievements, 
whether this was academic excellence, sportsmanship, social 
responsibility, or demonstrating kindness and friendship. 

Our awards are for attributes that genuinely make
a difference to our school community. We know that
mastery of these skills will stand the students on
solid ground in their independent lives beyond
school. Recognition, in every corner of the human
experience, should be for the things that matter,
and I am so proud we get to come together and
celebrate in this way. Congratulations to all the
winners. What a wonderful day!

 
Emma West, Headteacher

Recognition

https://undershaw.education/
https://undershaw.education/


Following the success of last year’s event, we hosted another Futures Forum for Yr 10 – Post 16 students
and their parents.

We were delighted to welcome guest speakers from Surrey Choices Supported Internship Programmes,
Amazing Apprenticeships and The Activate Learning Group (representing Farnham, Merriest Wood &
Guildford Colleges) which are all great pathways for after our Post 16 transition year. 

Our Employability Team work with our students during the Post 16 year to prepare them to take the next
steps, whether that is on to college, an apprenticeship, or a supported internship. We spend the year
making sure that every student is supported in making the next step that is appropriate for them. This
summer we had 10 leavers that went to 8 different colleges to follow a course that was just right for them.

Watch this space for more events from the Employability and Life Skills Team.

Friday Futures 
Forum

Next month we will be bringing you the latest
Spotlight which will showcase the work of the
Employability and Life Skills faculty.  In the
meantime, if there is anything you would like
to discuss with Claire, Leilah or Sharon,
please get in touch using the link below.

Employability 
Team

If you are a member of a sporting, social, 
artistic or musical group who would 
perhaps like to have a fundraiser on 
Undershaw’s behalf, then please contact 
fundraising@undershaw.education and we 
would be delighted to discuss this with you.

Undershaw can also be a Charity of the 
Year for any business who shares our 

values and would like to be connected to 
the school. Please contact 

fundraising@undershaw.education for 
details of how you can connect with us.

https://undershaw.education/
mailto:employability@undershaw.education
mailto:fundraising@undershaw.education
mailto:fundraising@undershaw.education


The Tech 
Space

FIFA 23, like its many predecessors, is a massively
popular football simulator featuring lifelike recreations
of thousands of real-world players, drawn from teams
around the globe. While the gameplay is subtly
improved year on year, the publisher EA’s focus
remains firmly on FIFA Ultimate Team – a mode in the
game that can tempt players of all ages to spend actual
money on recruiting better players for their side. With
each new release of FIFA comes a host of new players
to unlock – meaning that youngsters can feel pressured
to keep buying to compete with their friends. 

In the guide, you'll find tips on a number of potential
risks such as age-inappropriate chat, scammers and
addiction.

We're busy planning... Christmas!
Christmas is fast-approaching! It’s a very busy time for the
school (and parents, we know!) and certainly one time of year
where we all come together for our Christmas Fayre. Run
jointly this year by the Undershaw Interact Club (supported by
Haslemere Rotary) and the Post 16 students, the students are
asking for donations of prizes for our raffle. Our Sundial
Summer Raffle was such a success for us and everything we
raised will go towards our projects for this year. We have been
successful in a bid for funding from a Haslemere charitable
trust and with one more push we can see the Indoor Regulation
Space fundraising total within our grasp!

If you can donate a prize, please email employability@undershaw.education. The
image is active and will click through to the flyer on our website. If you feel able to
share it with family and friends (perhaps you have some friends who run local
businesses who would like to support us) then please click through and forward it onto
them. We are so grateful for any support we receive. A raffle is a wonderful way for
people to get involved who are perhaps not usually connected with the school so
please click the link and forward the flyer to anyone you know who could help.

https://undershaw.education/
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/guide/fifa-23
https://undershaw.education/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2022/10/Christmas-Raffle-Prize-flyer.pdf
mailto:employability@undershaw.education


At Undershaw we have such a dynamic

community with so many philosophies and

supporting initiatives taking place

concurrently around the school. Our SLT and

staff team are all passionate about their

areas of expertise. We like to shine a light on

everything we get up to, new initiatives in the

pipeline, and a deeper level of detail around

certain elements of school life – a bit ‘behind

the scenes’ so you can feel part of the journey

along with us.

You may have noticed more publications
coming your way, and this will continue
throughout the year. At Undershaw we know
we’ve got the ideal mix of academic and
pastoral brilliance – so we want to tell you
about it! Curriculum updates and pastoral
news will be bought to you in a series of Pulse
Publications so you can see the full array of
immersive activities involved in the
fundamentals of daily student life.  The pillars
that support these, Employability and Therapy,
will be highlighted termly in our Spotlight
Series.

Pastoral Pulse
Issue 1

October '22

Therapy Spotlight
Issue 1

October '22

We hope you enjoy all the publications and getting to
know a bit more about the people behind the scenes
that make it all tick. 

If you have any feedback on past issues, or ideas on
what you might like to see in the future, please
contact Davinia on marketing@undershaw.education.
We want to ensure all our literature is as impactful as
possible for you, so please do get in touch and help us
shape our communications. 

We are also in the process of updating our prospectus
so Davinia is on the lookout for any parents who
would be willing to offer a testimonial for inclusion in
the school’s printed literature. Again, please do get in
touch if you’d be willing to have a quote included in
our external marketing.

Please visit the Newsletters page of our 
website for all our past publications.

https://undershaw.education/
https://undershaw.education/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2022/10/Pastoral-Pulse-October-22.pdf
https://undershaw.education/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2022/10/Therapy-Spotlight-October-2022.pdf
mailto:marketing@undershaw.education
https://undershaw.education/newsletters/

