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Since the successful launch of our Discovery Days and the 
Undershaw Diploma in September, we have been working 

hard to develop the activities offered so that students have 
a broad range of choice and the opportunity to work 

towards nationally recognised certificates and awards. 
 

We are delighted that a number of students are now 
working towards acheiving a recognised badge or 

certificate/award on Discovery Days, including iDEA 
badges, Arts Award,  Introduction to Animal Care and The 

John Muir Award.
 

This booklet provides an overview of the options available 
after half-term, which students will be choosing next week. 
We hope that you find this useful and enjoy discussing the 
different options that your child would like to experience 

next half term. 



Introduction to Animal Care
The introduction to Animal Care certificate takes
place at Staunton Farm. It covers the care and
welfare of a wide range of domestic and farm animals
such as guinea pigs, giant rabbits, goats, cows and
alpacas, plus some more exotic animals such as
bearded dragons.   
Students learn how to correctly handle each type of
animal safely as well as understand how to look after
their environment practically. They are introduced to
each animal and are taught how to ensure that its
dietary requirements are met, how each animal
requires different types of food and that they all have
potentially different health problems, which the
students are taught to look out for in the animals
each week. 



The Inspiring Digital Enterprise Award, known as
iDEA is an international award winning programme
that helps you develop digital, enterprise and
employability skills. 

Students complete a series of online challenges to
achieve the badges and industry-recognised Awards
in a range of  digital skills. 

A wide range of digital skills are covered by the
awards and badges, including being a digital citizen
and coding. These can also be accessed from home if
students would like to continue working towards
these between Discovery Day sessions. 

 

iDEA Badges



The Nationally recognised Arts Award inspires
young people to grow their arts and leadership
talents: it's creative, valuable and accessible.

To achieve an Arts Award, students will participate
in different arts activities, be inspired by artists and
arts organisations, experience arts events and share
arts skills with others.

 
Undershaw students who wish to work towards the
arts award will need to choose this as a Discovery
Day option until they have completed all of the
elements of the award. This will be led by Stephanie
and Felicity, with a focus on the performing arts
(music, dance and drama) in the next half-term. 

Arts Award



The John Muir Award encourages people of all
backgrounds to connect with, enjoy and care for
wild places. This environmental award scheme is
inclusive, accessible and non-competitive. The
Award encourages awareness and responsibility
for the natural environment through a structured
yet adaptable scheme, in a spirit of fun, adventure
and exploration.

 
During Discovery Days, students working towards
the John Muir award enjoy the beautiful natural
environments of  in our own forest school and the
local National Trust area at the Punchbowl.

The John Muir Award 



Rotakids and Rotary Interact 

Filling shoeboxes with toys for underprivileged children 
around the world as part of the Rotary Shoebox Scheme
Raising money for charities in your area
Supporting the environment by setting a nature project in 
the school playground or local community
Collecting books for children in countries around the world.

RotaKids, for ages 7-11, is a great opportunity for children to 
come up with ideas to help others and see them become a
reality.
Examples of RotaKids activities include:

'Interact' offers an introduction for young people aged 12-18 
to discover the power of volunteering and social action. 
Members of the Interact club will carry out two projects each 
year, one which benefits our local community and one which is 
international and can make a difference to people globally. 
This is a fantastic opportunity for the students of Undershaw 
to make a positive difference in our world. 
Both of these clubs are supported by the local Rotary club and 
run by our head of Employability and Life Skills, Leilah. 



A very popular club which is run in schools across the
nation! In Into Film club, students watch, discuss and
review films using high quality resources and activities. 

Students can participate in the Into Film review
competitions and can use Adobe Spark software in
school to design and create their own professional
looking film reviews to share with the school
community. 

Into Film Club 



Team Sports 

Learn the skills and participate in team sports
including football, cricket, hockey and basketball. 

Students will plan which sports they would like to try
each week and Will, our resident coach will teach
students the key aspects of the game. 

There will be lots of opportunities for practicing
skills and competing in (friendly!) matches. 
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